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With increased safety awareness, fewer USC employees 
are getting injured each year, saving the university money. 
Since 2008, USC has paid an average of about $4.5 million 
in premiums annually, but will only pay an estimated $2.7 
million this year,  according to data provided by Tom 
Syfert , associate vice president for Environmental Health 
and Safety and Risk Management . Compared to last year, 
when the university paid about $4 million, that represents a 
decrease of $1.3 million.
The number of work injuries at USC have been decreasing 
since 2006, when there were 243 injuries; in 2011, there 
were just 162, following a spike of 11 injuries between 2009 
and 2010. 
Syfert attributed the spike to increased frequency of 
strains and pulls. Even though the injuries rose that year, 
Syfert said the premiums continued to decrease because the 
injuries were less severe.
As of March, there have only been 33 injuries this year. 
“If people don’t get injured you don’t have to pay much to 
get them fi xed, so, therefore, your rate comes down,” Syfert 
said.
The premiums USC must pay are affected, Syfert said, by 
the severity and frequency of injuries as well as the number 
of employees at the university.
USC employees’ training has increased over the past few 
years as well.
The number of hours that employees are trained in safety 
has increased from 18,400 hours in 2008 to over 32,000 
hours in 2010, according to Syfert.
“We have a lot of areas where you can get hurt on campus, 
so what we do is a lot of the training,” Syfert said.
Workers compensation costs 
drop $1.3 million in last year
Fewer, less severe injuries lead to decrease
in university’s accident-related spending
Cassie Cope
CCOPE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
W i l l i a m  “ C o l e ” 
Franks , Daniel Grier and 
G er r y  Koon s  won  t he 
G oldwater  Schola r sh ip 
this year, marking the 20th 
consecut ive year a USC 
student has won the award. 
T h e  G o l d w a t e r 
i s  w i d e l y  r e g a r d e d 
a s  t h e  n a t i o n ’s  m o s t 
prestigious scholarship for 
undergraduates in the fi elds 
of science and mathematics .
Colleges can nominate 
up to four students for the 
award each year , for a total 
this year of 1,123 candidates . 
Of them, just 282 received 
the scholarship.
“This is the 20th year 
that USC has at least one 
Goldwater scholarship. We 
are continuing that streak, 
but I think having three 
out of four speaks to the 
strength of the students,” 
s a i d  J e n n i f e r  B e s s  , 
fellowships coordinator in 
the Office of Fellowships 
and Scholar Programs .
The universit y’s three 
winners tied USC with the 
University of Alabama for 
the second-most recipients 
i n  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n 
C o n f e r e n c e  a f t e r  t h e 
Univers it y  of  Georg ia , 
which had four .
USC’s 2012 Barr y M. 
Goldwater Scholars, one 
second-year and two third-
year students , all came from 
within the Honors College, 
according to a university 
release.
Fr a n k s ,  a  t h i rd-yea r 
mathematics and physics 
student from Greenville , 
was also awarded the Cary 
K. Smith Jr. Mathematics 
scholarship  and plans to 
pursue a career in academia.
“My research projec t 
sponsored by the (Cary K. 
Smith Jr.) scholarship is 
to work on a graph theory 
conject ure put for ward 
by  one  o f  ou r  f ac u l t y 
members,” Franks said in 
an email response f rom 
Budapest , where he and 
Grier are studying abroad. 
“After graduating, I plan 
USC hosted i ts  annua l  A r t 
Auction for the 57th straight year 
in the Capstone Campus Room 
 Wednesday evening. 
The auction’s selection was 
comprised of work by current art 
students, faculty and alumni and 
was displayed for public viewing 
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
The show included about 90 
 pieces in dif ferent disciplines, 
including oil and acrylic painting, 
photography, sculpture, printmaking 
and ceramics. 
In years past, the auction has 
collected an average of $20,000 
to fund scholarships and the 
McMaster Gallery . The money is 
divided between the artists and the 
department , with 65 percent of the 
proceeds going to the artists and 
the rest supporting the department.
Mana Hewitt , the studio art and 
McMaster Gallery director , has 
hosted past years’ auctions and 
said it was an important event for 
the department.
“[The auction is] one of the ways 
we get the Carolina community 
aware of all the exciting things we 
do in the art department, and it also 
helps us fi nancially,” she said. 
Awa rd-w i n n i ng novel i s t  I a n 
McEwan, author of the widely-
acclaimed “Atonement,” of fered 
insight into his writ ing process 
Wednesday evening and gave one 
piece of advice to creative writers.
“A bad idea for fiction writers is 
worth having,” he said.
McEwa n  sp oke  to  a  packed 
aud ience  of  s t udent s ,  f ac u lt y 
and community members in the 
Law School Auditor ium in the 
culminating event of the 10-night 
Open Book series presented by the 
College of Arts and Sciences, which 
featured a total of fi ve novelists over 
the course of fi ve weeks.
The Brit ish penman used his 
discussion of “Atonement” to refl ect 
on the representation of children in 
fiction, the “free and direct” style 
of writing and the creative writing 
process as a whole.
McEwan read several passages 
both from earlier and fi nished drafts 
of “Atonement” and said that as he 
began to realize and understand 
the purpose of his characters, the 
direct ion of the story unfolded 
quite differently than he originally 
expected.
“As soon as you 
get one character 
relating to another, 
I  saw t hat a l l  my 
(original) ideas ... 
were  i r re leva nt ,” 
McEwan said. “( It 
is the) introduction 
o f  a  c h a r a c t e r ’s 
i n t e n t i o n  t h a t 
creates the sense of the work.”
The author focused much of his 
lecture on the novel’s character 
Briony, who, as an over-imaginative 
child writer with a dramatic and 
f lawed understand ing of  adu lt 
affairs, accidentally destroys the 
romance of the story’s two lovers.  
McEwan described how he used 
Briony’s character as a vehicle for 
much of the novel’s voice. He said he 
knew the story was “going to have 
things in it that I would never bother 
to describe, like sunsets — sunsets! 
— and frocks.”
McEwan said that he paid certain 
attention to and had a particular 
interest in his representat ion of 
the child character and that he 
feels that childhood is a subject 
t h a t ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y,  h a s  b e e n 
underrepresented in fi ction.
“I think childhood progresses ... 
by little leaps and jumps of coming 
into consciousness,” he said when 
describing his development and 
ART for sale 
Rebecca Johnson
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Ian McEwan discusses writing process, childhood















Art department hosts 
57th annual art auction 
at Capstone House
Comments on this story? 
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contact the Campus Wellness
or visit:
Did you know??
To make an appointment to get tested at the Thomson Student Health Center:
www.sc.edu/myhealthspace
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/students/sexualhealth
1 IN 2 SEXUALLY ACTIVE YOUNG PEOP
LE
WILL GET AN STD BY 25
-MOST WON’T KNOW IT
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
It may not be Capitol Hill, but 
USC-SPAN is coming to campus.
The new init iat ive of Student 
Government aims to stream live the 
Student Senate proceedings online 
and over SGTV, said USC Student 
Body Vice President Chase Mizzell. 
This isn’t the fi rst time the Senate 
will be recorded, Mizzell said, but 
past broadcasts were inconsistent 
and fell to the wayside. Now pairing 
with Paul Critzman III, SGTV’s 
technology coordinator and the 
Senate’s future sergeant-at-arms, 
that service is back with a few added 
bonuses.
Before each session, SG has begun 
recording short “preview” videos 
discussing what the senate will work 
on; following them, Critzman is also 
producing “highlight” compilations 
of the week’s high points.
As the program develops, he 
added, proponents for dif ferent 
initiatives will make videos of their 
own to give students a sense for the 
ideas and intents of their projects.
“(We’re hoping to have) more 
videos making things that seem 
b or i n g  m a y b e  j u s t  o n  p ap er 
interesting to students, so they’ll 
actual ly want to get involved,” 
Critzman said.
Accordingly, Mizzell spoke to his 
intentions with the new initiative.
“It’s about engagement,” he said. 
“It’s about transparency. It’s about 
accountability.”
But like the Washington cable 
network it derives its name from, 
USC-SPA N doesn’t necessari ly 
anticipate a large viewing audience.
“I know 30,000 students aren’t 
going to watch Senate every week,” 
Critzman said. “But the fact that it 
is there (is important), so if a student 
comes to us and says, ‘We didn’t 
know about this. We didn’t know 
this could happen,’ we can point to 
this and say, ‘No, every session is 
recorded.’”
T he  prog r a m i s  s t i l l  i n  i t s 
infancy and only streams video on 
Ustream, though Critzman said he 
is currently working out glitches 
— from camera angles to audio 
recording — as USC-SPAN plans 
to grace the small screen on SGTV 
next semester. But as he and Mizzell 
continue to roll out the program, 
the stream has already generated a 
modicum of student engagement.
“The idea for t he name was 
a lmost a joke,” Critzman sa id. 
“Literally four or five people who 
have no connection to each other ... 
messaged me on Facebook, texted 
me or just made a comment like 
‘Oh, USC-SPAN,’ so I was like ... 
‘Everyone’s picking it up without 
being prompted.’” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news




‘USC-SPAN’ to stream Student Senate sessions live
to  at t end  g r adu ate 
school in mathematics 
and t hen teach and 
d o  r e s e a r c h  a t  a 
university.”
Franks expressed his 
love for research and 
explained his previous 
research exper ience 
that helped him win 
the scholarship.
“I did one [National 
Sc ience Foundat ion 
Research Experience 
for Underg raduates 
p r o g r a m  ( R E U )  ] 
a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f 
William and Mary in 
matrix analysis, then 
another in differential 
geometry at Cal State, 
San Bernardino,” he 
wrote. “I worked on 
some nuclear physics 
research under one of 
our physics professors 
here at USC as well. 
The reason for doing 
these projects is that I 
enjoy doing research.”  
G r i e r ,  a  t h i r d -
y e a r  m a t h e m a t i c s 
a n d  c o m p u t e r 
science student from 
G r e e n v i l l e  ,  a l s o 
received the Wilson 
S c h o l a r s h i p  f o r 
undergraduate research 
a nd  t he  C o mput e r 
Research Association 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
Research Award. 
“ I ’ v e  d o n e  t w o 
REUs — one at [the 
University of Illinois] 
v e r i f y i n g  h y b r i d 
automata, and one at 
Auburn studying the 
Va n  d e r  Wa e r d e n 
numbers,” he said in an 
email response.
G r i e r  i s  a l s o 
currently conducting 
research on campus 
in computer science 
a n d  s a i d  h e  h a s 
pursued research for 
its potential to effect 
change.
“ I  d o  r e s e a r c h 
b e c a u s e  I  f i n d  i t 
e n j o y a b l e ,”  G r i e r 
w rote .  “ Hopef u l ly, 
someone will be able to 
use my results someday 
to have some sort of 
po s it i ve  i mpac t  on 
society.”
Koons is a second-
y e a r  b i o m e d i c a l 
engineer ing student 
minoring in German 
 w ho  c a me  t o  US C 
from Wayne, Pa. She 
has also received the 
Joseph M. Biedenbach 
E n g i n e e r i n g 
scholarship and plans 
to use her career to 
r e s e a r c h  m e d i c a l 
procedu re s ,  w it h  a 
focus on surgery for 
children with cranial 
and facial deformities.
“ I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o 
r e c e i v e  a n  M . D . -
Ph.D. in biomedical 
engineering,” she said. 
“I would really like to 
conduct research in 
the f ield of pediatric 
cranio-facial surgery.”
Those aspi rat ions 
are refl ected in Koons’ 
current research.
“ I ’ve  b e en  do i n g 
research at the medical 
school since January 
of last year, and I am 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  D r. 
Yost ,” she said. “Our 
re sea rch  projec t  i s 
skeletal muscle tissue 
engineering for use in 
cranio-facial surgery.”
Koons also feels that 
her prior research has 
helped prepare her for 
the future.
“ I  a m  f r o m  t h e 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a 
originally, and over the 
summer, I participated 
in a program cal led 
ac adem ic  a s so c i at e 
c l i n ic a l  emergenc y 
research,”  she sa id. 
“ T h e y  h a v e  b e e n 
a m a z i n g  r e s e a r c h 
experiences to prepare 
me for the engineering 
and medical cl inical 
aspect of my future.”
K o o n s  s a i d  s h e 
w a s  e l a t e d  w h e n 
s h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e 
scholarship.
“ I  wa s  exc ited  to 
have won it not just for 
myself, but (because) 
i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s 
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e 
opp or t u n i t ie s  t h at 
are here at USC,” she 
said.  “The fact that 
I  was  able  to  bu i ld 
a n  appl icat ion t hat 
wa s  s t rong  enough 
demonstrates that.” 












Training includes education on 
proper lifting techniques, ladder 
safet y, sl ips, fa l ls and personal 
protective equipment. Each year, 
employees take a three- to four-
hour training refresher to inform 
them of safety precautions. 
Di f ferent  depa r t ment s  a l so 
provide supplemental safety training 
in order to increase awareness 
and educat ion on occupat ional 
safety. Syfert said the chemistry 
department, for example, meets 
monthly to discuss a safety topic in 
their meeting.
“If an employee gets injured, 
they’re not of use to the department, 
because a lot of times if they get 
these injuries, they can’t lift, and 
they’re out for a week,” Syfert said. 
I n add it ion to t ra in ing,  t he 
number of internal safety audits 
through various departments such 
as Housing, Facil it ies and USC 
Division of Law Enforcement and 
Safety increased from about eight in 
2008 to nearly 16 in 2010 .
The audits identify areas that do 
not comply with standards set by 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration. The management 
of the noncompliant departments 
must create an action plan to fi x the 
problem, which is tracked until the 
problem is resolved. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
WORKERS ● Cont. from 1
portrayal of Briony.
McEwan described 
t he  way he  colored 
much of  t he  t h i rd-
person language of the 
story to refl ect Briony’s 
you ng,  i mag i nat ive 
conscience.
In this way his “free 
and d i rect st yle” of 
w r i t i n g  a l low s  t he 
reader to project him 
— or herself onto the 
character.
“ T h e  n o v e l  h a s 
b e c o m e  a  r e f i n e d 
form of what we do all 
the t ime — ... mind-
read ing,  (or)  seeing 
ourselves ref lected in 
others,” McEwan said.
M c Ew a n  s a i d  h e 
w a s  g r a n t e d  t h e 
opportunity to ref lect 
w h e n  h e  r e c e n t l y 
r e d i s c o v e r e d  h i s 
o r ig i n a l  not e s  a nd 
drafts for the novel.
L o ok i ng  b ac k  on 
h i s  e a r l y  ide a s  f o r 
“Atonement,” McEwan 
sa id he was “able to 
attempt to answer the 
question that novelists 
always dread: Where 
do you get your ideas 
from?”
The ideas he started 
w it h were born out 
of  t he  “deter m i ned 
stupor” of a writer, but 
his original notion of 
some sort of futuristic 
novel  proved  to  be 
largely irrelevant as the 
characters and story 
developed.
“You have to have 
a bad idea sometimes 
to get a better one,” 
McEwan said. 
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CORRECTIONS
In Wednesday’s article, “H3RO: USC student Justin Daniels revamps 
hip-hop scene,” we erroneously wrote that Daniels’ collaboration 
group “YouN JustUs” was spelled “Young Justice” and misspelled 
his partner Lite Gray’s name. The Daily Gamecock regrets the errors.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
should be submit ted v ia emai l to 
ga mecocked itor @sc .edu.  Let ter s 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Diligence still required despite technology
Advent of social media and blogging 
force readers to ensure validity themselves
























isn’t a huge 
number in the 
total budget of 
the university, 
but in this case, 
a penny saved is 
a penny earned.” 
Improved workplace 
safety benefi ts all
Tracy: SG reps 
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On March 29 , a blog post led to a whirlwind of 
publicity for South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley. A 
Palmetto Public Record blog update reported that 
Haley was under investigation of tax fraud. A mere 
two minutes after it was published online, a writer 
for The Hill , a well-known political newspaper , 
tweeted about the article. Eighteen minutes after that , 
reporters from The Washington Post reposted the 
article . Throughout the day, journalists from other 
prominent news sources including CBS News and 
The Huffi ngton Post reposted and provided further 
commentary on the article as if it were true.
Haley denied the reports and was able to produce 
a letter from the International Revenue Service that 
proved she was not under investigatio n. The scandal 
shows that people truly need to take the time to 
evaluate the credibility of their online sources. The 
Palmetto Public Record’s editor eventually confessed 
that he could not be sure whether his sources were 
correct . Essentially, the highly visible people that 
reposted information should have known better than 
to assume that it was correct. Reputable journalists 
are setting a terrible example to young 
and old alike that there is no longer any 
need to verify sources.
Ot her  a rg u ment s  cont inue to 
insist that this situation is no cause 
for concern, suggesting that Twitter is 
useful for news stories because it is easily 
revisable and constantly updated. This 
seems pointless if the information being 
distributed is completely illegitimate. 
And in this fi eld of politics, inaccurate 
information can destroy a politician’s 
reputation whether or not it is correct. 
While Twitter is a unique platform for sharing 
thoughts and information, this scandal represents a 
real need for people to re-evaluate their social media 
use. Relying solely on tweets and Facebook posts 
for accurate news is not always intelligent. If trained 
journalists and reporters are not hesitating to share 
incorrect stories, one can only imagine the misleading 
stories that will circulate from the general public. 
People are all too willing to accept the material that 
they encounter online as true without ever questioning 
its validity. 
These behaviors reflect a trend in society to rely 
on the Internet and others to give us the news that 
is popular and important. It must become a priority 
for people to analyze news sources from an early 
age. Technology users must also actively demand 
that journalists take a greater responsibility for the 
items that they choose to repost and share with 
their followers. The Internet has to be held to the 
same level of standard that print newspapers and 
television stations have been. If it is not, the number 
of inaccurate online reports will only increase as the 
Internet continues to deliver news to more and more 
people across the nation. Extensive thought and care 
should be put into evaluating online sources so that the 
American public is better educated about the events 
that are truthfully taking place across the nation. 
The Colorado Senate approved a bill 
last Monday that plans to offer more 
affordable tuition to undocumented 
immigrants seeking higher education. 
The Advancing Students for a Stronger 
Economy Tomorrow bill (ASSET), 
which strives to give qualifi ed students 
t u i t i o n  d i s c o u n t s 
when attending public 
institutions, would be 
optional for Colorado’s 
colleges who already have 
the right to opt out of 
offering tuition breaks to 
undocumented students. 
In order for students 
to be eligible to receive 
reduced tuit ion from 
A S S E T,  t h e y  m u s t 
meet the criteria outlined in the bill. 
Necessary qual if icat ions include 
attending a Colorado high school for at 
least three years and graduating from it 
and actively seeking legal status.  
ASSET would not use taxpayers’ 
money or any existing state funds 
to subsidize its tuit ion breaks. In 
fact, ASSET would have a positive 
impact on Colorado’s economy, since 
it s independent resources would 
funnel money into Colorado’s public 
institutions. Additionally, since seeking 
legal status is a requirement to receive 
tuition breaks, these students would 
eventually be able to work as citizens 
and contribute to the economy.  
Implementing ASSET would also 
benefi t the state’s individual economy 
and college matriculation rates. Many 
of Colorado’s undocumented citizens 
attend college and seek employment 
in nearby Kansas and other states 
where in-state tuition is offered to this 
particular group of students.  
The bill has seen opposition from 
Colorado’s Republican representatives, 
who say that endorsing undocumented 
students is equivalent to condoning 
illegal residency. They also argue that 
Colorado should wait to pass ASSET 
until after the federal government 
addresses the Dream Act, which seeks 
to give U.S. citizenship to illegal “U.S. 
residents who entered the [country] 
as children” and who have graduated 
from post-secondary institutions or are 
looking to join the military. However, 
the Dream Act only deals with students 
who have already fi nished college, and 
would not help undocumented students 
fi nd a way to afford higher education. 
These are not people who have come 
to the U.S. and expect immediate access 
to the same privileges as naturalized 
citizens; they have already invested 
extensive time and energy into going 
through and succeeding in American 
school systems. 
ASSET draws attention to the lack 
of educational opportunities that exist 
for non-citizen immigrants who have 
been living in the United States for an 
extended amount of time, specifically 
those who moved to the U.S. at a very 
young age. Rather than looking at 
ASSET as a liberal attempt at giving 
special privileges to illegal immigrants, 
it should be seen as an attempt to put 
pressure on both individual states and 
the federal government to reconsider 
laws t hat prevent educat ion for 
undocumented citizens. The students in 
question have lived in the United States 
for most of their lives and must show 
genuine desire to gain citizenship. They 
are not asking for special consideration. 
They are asking to be treated like kids 
who grew up in America.  
My name is Kenny Tracy and 
it is a pleasure to be serving as 
your Student Body President . I, 
along with Vice President Chase 
Mizzel l  and Treasurer Coy 
Gibson , are excited to be serving 
as your executive offi cers for the 
upcoming year. 
We’ve begun working on some 
initiatives that will improve life 
on campus for students. We have 
started working on an improved 
advisement system, an on-campus 
student food pantry, a ride-share 
program, better organizational 
outreach and increased safety on 
campus. Due to recent concerns 
with safet y around campus, 
this last point is an especially 
important issue. We are making 
efforts to make students feel safer 
while on campus.
Beyond the executive offi cers, 
leaders in the Senate and the 
Cabinet have begun working 
diligently on their respective 
initiatives. Each month, we will 
be recognizing two outstanding 
Student Government members 
who have been par t icu larly 
hardworking. 
For his dedication to student 
safety, we would like to recognize 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S a f e t y  a n d 
Transportation Erik Singleton . 
Erik has displayed initiative in 
repairing call boxes and lighting 
issues around campus as well as 
beginning to address shuttle and 
parking needs of students.
College of Arts and Sciences 
Sen. Aubrie Frye has exemplifi ed 
great leadership and dedication to 
the student body. As a member of 
the Powers and Responsibilities 
Committee , Senator Frye is 
working to advance the Senate 
and make it a more effi cient body.
One of the main things we are 
working on this year is reaching 
out to students and seek ing 
feedback on our projects. Contact 
us if you have any questions, ideas 
or concerns at sastgov@mailbox.
sc.edu. We in SG are all looking 
forward to a great year! 
— Kenny Tracy, USC Student 
Body President
The University of South Carolina 
has become a safer place to work in 
recent years, with work-related injuries 
constantly on the decline since 2006. 
As a result, the university will pay out 
nearly $1.3 million less in insurance 
premiums. 
T h i s 
decrease shows 
t h a t  U S C ’ s 
i n c r e a s e d 
t r a i n i n g 
programs have 
h ad  a  d i r ec t 
ef fect on t he 
bottom line of 
the university. 
S a v i n g 
money is always 
s o m e t h i n g 
the university 
should be applauded for. USC offi cials 
are commonly r id icu led for being 
too open with their coffers, spending 
inordinate amounts of funds on events 
or items that — in the grand scheme 
of things — just don’t add up. From 
t hat perspect ive,  t he mi l l ion and 
change saved over last year by making 
USC a safer place to work is quite an 
achievement. 
Basic actions such as properly training 
employees and ensuring that safety is a 
priority seem simple, but in practice it 
can be difficult to implement as some 
can see the pract ices as a nuisance. 
Keeping USC safe is a good thing for 
students, faculty and staff alike. 
We hope that the administration can 
continue to work towards improving 
safety campuswide. Clearly, current 
init iat ives are working, but there is 
always room for improvement. 
We’d like to see this type of effi ciency 
spread across the university in its other 
departments. Overall, $1.3 million saved 
may be a drop in the bucket in terms of 
the total budget of the university, but in 
this case, we’ll take what we can get — a 
penny saved is a penny earned.
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Bright and bold colored trees swoop 
and swirl on twisted trunks and lush, 
rolling green hills span the whimsical 
windings of the Jungle of Nool. 
The Cat, in his grand red hat, plays 
narrator to the blossoming rhymed 
romance between the most lovable 
elephant in all of literature and the 
luscious lashes of Gertrude McFuzz.
It’s “Seussical” — the musical that 
tells the Dr. Seuss tale of childhood 
in a new, mixed and matched score — 
and USC’s Off Off Broadway will be 
performing the famed production this 
weekend at Benson Theatre. 
“ It ’s  a  ver y  f ree  spi r ited a nd 
simply fun musical,” said fourth-year 
psychology student Jonathan Berry, 
Off Off Broadway’s president. “It also 
inspires the childhood imagination 
in all of us and challenges people to 
think about commonplace, everyday 
things in new and inventive ways.”
“Seuss ica l ,”  wh ich or ig ina l ly 
debuted on Broadway in 2000, brings 
together the best of Dr. Seuss to 
create a new, untold story. The 
musical includes characters 
and story lines from “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas,” 
“The Lorax,” “If I Ran the 
Circus” and “Green Eggs and 
Ham.” 
But Horton — whose 
bashful innocence and 
huge heart have earned 
him following both on 
page and on the big screen — takes 
the cake in the musical lineup, with 
“Horton Hears a Who” and “Horton 
Hatches the Egg” threading together 
the central love story.
Off Off Broadway, USC’s student-
run theatre group, is known for its 
musical revues, which string together 
songs from several different musicals. 
The company’s last full-blown musical 
was “Into the Woods” in Spring 2010, 
with production costs limiting Off 
Off’s schedule.
There are 22 students and USC 
alumni in the cast, each embodying a 
story book favorite or character fi t for 
Nool. And there’s one central message 
that links all of the colorful, crazily-
craf ted stories together, mak ing 
“Seussical” the standout choice for 
this semester’s production.
“We hope to bring that 
sense of 
ch i ld hood 
imagination,” Berry said. “All ideas 
are worth exploring and there’s no 
reason to leave any stone unturned 
when searching for knowledge.”
Although the work for the musical 
bega n at  t he  beg i n n i ng of  t he 
semester, the cast and crew started 
production April 1, putting together 
the scene-setting backdrops and props 
in just two weeks.
“The club has turned the once 
completely black Benson Theatre into 
t h e colorful Jungle of Nool,” 
Berry said.
Not only have they 
painted the walls in the 
eye-popping hues that 
define the jungle, Off 
Off has created 
t wo rotat ing 
t r i a ng le s  to 
change out musical scenes 
as well as a rolling tree that 
carries The Cat. 
A n d 
t hen  t here 
are the costumes.
 Sara Hilton, a fi rst-year computer 
s c ienc e  s t ude nt ,  de s ig ne d  t he 
costumes through a collaborat ive 
cast effort — the wardrobe mixes in 
already-owned vintage pieces from 
Goodwill and other city thrift shops.
It’s “Seussical,” and it’s on a budget, 
but it preserves all the creative thrill 
of the original theatrics — all with a 
USC student touch.
“Seussica l” premieres ton ight 
at Benson Theatre at 7 p.m., with 
shows Friday at 7 p.m., Saturday 
at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sunday at 
2 p.m. Tickets are $5 for students 
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Alabama Shakes lead lends diva soul to America
With British powerhouse vocalists like Adele 
and Florence Welch taking over the airwaves in 
recent years it’s about time that America gave the 
world a soul diva of its own.
Brittany Howard, lead singer of A labama 
Shakes, is the answer to this prayer. On the 
group’s full-length debut, “Boys and Girls,” the 
frontwoman shows off raw rock ‘n’ roll energy, 
Southern charm and a set of pipes that rival recent 
Grammy winners and old-school crooners alike. 
The band, an Americana/soul quartet out of 
Athens, Ala., formed while Howard and bassist 
Zac Cockrell were in high school. The group 
recorded a few tracks in Nashville in early 2011 
and played a show at a record store there. 
A fan in attendance at the Nashville show told 
Justin Gage, founder of the Los Angeles-based 
music blog Aquarium Drunkard, about Alabama 
Shakes. Gage liked the group’s sound and posted 
their track “You Ain’t Alone” on the blog, helping 
the band capture the hearts of listeners across the 
country.
Alabama Shakes released a four-song EP in 
September 2011, but “Boys and Girls” is the 
band’s first major release. The 11-song album 
spans a variety of genres, from soul to indie rock, 
and sounds like it would’ve been as much of a hit 
50 years ago as it is today.
“Hold On,” the album’s lead single, has Howard 
making major dynamic changes, from soft, calm 
tones to powerful, gritty screaming. “I Found 
You” sounds like an old standard that would fi t 
into an Etta James or Billie Holiday album if 
either of those soulful ladies were alive to make 
Courtesy of Facebook.com
Brittany Howard, the powerhouse lead songstress of Alabama Shakes, has already left an impression on the band’s debut album with her rock ‘n’ roll Southern charm.
Brittany Howard lives up to female vocalist 
legacy with raw, rock ‘n’ roll energy
Kristyn Winch
KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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“Fun is good.”
— Dr. Seuss









EXPIRES 4/22/12 POS #31463
Valid only at the Harbison Court location. One coupon per 
person, per transaction. Must present coupon at time of 
purchase. Cannot be combined with other coupons or used 
for the purchase of Gift Card(s) and is not redeemable for 
cash. Discount is taken before taxes.
music in 2012. The band’s backup 
vocals blend well with Howard’s 
heavy belting and the tambourine 
and guitars add to the organic mix.
“Hang Loose” is a happy-go-
lucky song that would be the perfect 
soundtrack to an afternoon picnic or 
weekend road trip. Howard’s voice 
slides up and down the scale and she 
puts listeners at ease with lyrics like: 
“We gonna fl y to Waikiki / It’ll just 
be you and me.” 
Howard seems to channel Amy 
Winehouse in the opening of “Rise 
to the Sun,” but the song quickly 
takes a turn in a different direction, 
w it h  pu n k y  g u it a r s ,  c r a sh i ng 
cymbals and a couple of blues riffs, 
creating a track that could be right 
at home on the next Black Keys or 
Arctic Monkeys album.
The band’s breakout track, “You 
Ain’t Alone,” is featured on “Boys 
and Girls” and it’s obvious why the 
song caught the attention of so many 
music fans. The heartfelt ballad is 
full of emotion, deep lyrics and some 
of the most beautiful singing music 
fans can buy.
A labama Shakes isn’t the only 
throwback band on the scene right 
now, but it has one of the strongest 
singers in the business. Over the 
course of the record, Welch will 
make you smile, cry, dance and 
scream right along with her. With 
Howard behind the microphone, the 
band will be cranking out hits for 
years to come.
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Courtesy of Facebook.com
Alabama Shakes has offi cially debuted with their fi rst full-length recording, the 11-
song album “Boys and Girls.” The record covers all genres from indie rock to soul. 
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Simpson’sCINEMAPosthumous Films
On February 11, 2012, beloved recording artist and fi lm star Whitney 
Houston joined the list of actors who passed before their fi nal fi lm; a list that 
dates back the golden years of Hollywood with actors like James Dean and 
Marilyn Monroe to more recent actors like Heath Ledger. Here is a look at 
actors whose fi nal fi lms were released posthumously:
Houston took the world by storm with numerous multi-platinum albums, 
singing her way into the spotlight with hit singles like “I Will Always 
Love You,” “I’m Your Baby Tonight” and “Greatest Love of All.” Sadly, an 
incident involving drowning, heart disease and cocaine use claimed her life 
and put out that spotlight for good. 
The renowned songstress is also known for her fi lm roles in movies like 
“The Bodyguard” (1992) and “The Preacher’s Wife” (1996). Her latest fi lm 
is a remake of the 1976 musical “Sparkle,” where she played the mother of 
three musical prodigies struggling to become successful as Motown singers. 
Tragically, her untimely death deprived her of the chance to see the fi lm hit 
theaters. 
Heath Ledger began capturing the attention of audiences everywhere 
with his supporting roles in “10 Things I Hate About You” (1999) and “The 
Patriot” (2000). From then on he found success in landing leading roles for 
movies like “A Knight’s Tale” (2001) and “Brokeback Mountain” (2005). But 
the biggest role of Ledger’s career was his portrayal of the mass-murdering, 
SIMPSON’S CINEMA ● 8
1. Whitney Houston (1963-2012) 2. Heath Ledger (1979-2008)
Courtesy of abc.net.au
Legendary vocalist Whitney Houston may best be known for her hit singles like “I Will 
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non-empathizing Joker in “The Dark Knight” (2008). Unfortunately, Ledger 
didn’t live long enough to watch his iconic performance himself. After the 
fi lming for “The Dark Knight” ended, Ledger died in his apartment. The 
coroner said the cause of death was accidental intoxication of prescription 
drugs. This led to immense press coverage and people questioning whether 
his death was indeed accidental or an intentional suicide. He was also in the 
middle of fi lming “The Imagination of Doctor Parnassus” (2009). “The 
Dark Knight” went on to win numerous awards with the then-deceased 
Ledger winning both the Golden Globe and Academy Award for Best 
Supporting Actor. 
The son of martial artist movie actor Bruce Lee (“Enter the Dragon”), 
Brandon Lee followed in his father’s footsteps and pursued an acting career. 
Also like his father, Lee passed away at the prime of his career, while fi lming 
the movie “The Crow” (1994), a gothic action fi lm that established Lee as 
a promising young actor. It was the role of Lee’s life and it also took his 
life. Lee was mortally wounded during the fi nal days of production when a 
dummy bullet fi red from one of the prop guns was accidentally shot into his 
abdomen. The director still managed to fi nish the movie by superimposing 
Lee’s face onto two body doubles. “The Crow” went on to garner both 
critical as well as commercial success and will forever remain in fi lm history 
as a testament toward Lee’s potential career.
Bernie rose to fame in the stand-up comedy world by joining fellow 
comedians Steve Harvey, Cedric the Entertainer and D. L. Hughley in the 
2000 Spike Lee stand-up comedy fi lm “The Original Kings of Comedy.” 
His fame would only continue to rise once he starred in comedy show “The 
Bernie Mac Show” and scored roles in fi lms like the “Ocean’s” trilogy and 
“Mr. 3000” (2004). Mac didn’t meet his end as a result of accidental overdose 
or an incident while on set. At age 50, Mac died at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital in Chicago, Ill. , from pneumonia that worsened his sarcoidosis 
condition. Before his death, Mac lent his voice for the fi lm “Madagascar: 
Escape 2 Africa” (2008) and starred alongside Samuel L. Jackson in “Soul 
Men” (2008) , both were released three months after his death and dedicated 
to his memory.
During his time, Chris Farley was known as one of the most talented 
American comedy stars. He kicked off his career by becoming a cast member 
of “Saturday Night Live” in the ’70s. He starred in 100 episodes of the 
series and also found success in acting in fi lms like “Tommy Boy” (1995) 
and “Beverly Hills Ninja” (1997), which didn’t fi nd critical success but won 
audiences over. In addition to fame for his comical success, Farley became a 
victim of public inquiry as he sought treatment for obesity and drug abuse 
in the fi nal years of his life. Farley was later found dead in his apartment 
by his younger brother John and the autopsy revealed he most likely 
died from an accidental drug overdose from both morphine and cocaine. 
Farley’s posthumous fi lm “Almost Heroes” (1998), where he co-starred with 
Matthew Perry of “Friends, ” was dedicated to his memory. 
SIMPSON'S CINEMA ● Continued from 7
3. Brandon Lee (1965-1993)
4. Bernie Mac (1957-2008)
5. Chris Farley (1964-1977)
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HOUSING
DORM BLUES? 1, 2, 3,  & 
4BEDROOMS AVAILABLE. ALL 
AREAS, PRICES & SIZES.  PETS 
OK  IN MANY! 803-799-1333 
RENTMARTONLINE.COM *FEE*
EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors tgo teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)4844-8080 
apply: campcedar.com
Pasta Fresca Seeking 
Experienced Servers for NEW 
location
Seeking PM Servers ,Hosts and 
Cashiers who can start NOW. 
Apply in person after 3pm at 3405 
Forest Drive, Cola 29204
EMPLOYMENT
Experienced Personal Trainers 
Needed
Located a mile from campus. 




Servers/Kitchen Help Needed. 
Must be able to work Lunchtime. 
Apply in person. Groucho’s Deli 
2265 Sunset Blvd, West Columbia.
Email info@grouchos.com
OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
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FREE Live music under the stars in Five Points
Every Thursday 6:30pm - 10:00pm
FRENCH CAMP FEAT. OWEN BEVERLY W/ 
DAVE BRITT MUSIC
9 p.m., $5
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St. 
“JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI” 
6 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50 students / $7.50 
general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
TOMORROW
DIXIE DYNAMITE, THE WHISKEY 
GENTRY, BUCK STANLEY
8 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
BREWSTERS MILLIONS
10:30 p.m., $5
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St. 
 
TODAY
SWEET VANS (FAREWELL SHOW), VERSUS 
THE ROBOT, THE HOPE EFFECT
7 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
Aries 
A distant development 
is in your favor. Gain 
more than anticipated 
and pay back a debt. Buy 
something that makes 
your work easier. Make 
long-term plans.
Taurus 
All the pieces are coming 
together for romance. 
D i s c o v e r  h i d d e n 
resources when planning 
a project .  Creat iv it y 
blossoms as older tasks 
get completed.
Gemini 
Let someone else st ir 
up  t r oub le .  Not i c e 
automatic reactions and 
keep quiet. What are 
you really committed 
to? Remember home, 
family, friends and love. 
Grow them all.
Cancer 
S u r p r i s e s  a t  w o r k 
cou ld  catch  you of f 
guard. Learn from an 
exper ienced mentor; 
especially all of those 
resource-conservation 
s t r ateg ie s  t hat  s ave 
money. All’s well that 
ends well.
Leo 
A n a m a z i n g 
breakthrough in love 
develops spontaneously. 
And there’s more money 
coming in! Count your 
lucky stars and drink 
it in deeply. Journal to 
remember it later.
Virgo
 Messes can lead to 
improvements. Let a 
change occur naturally. 
You may receive more 
than you gave. It’s okay 
to  h ave  abu nda nce . 
Enjoy it and share. You 
can handle it.
Libra
 D i g  a n d  u n c o v e r 
surprises. You have the 
resources you need. A 
private contact in a big 
company is quite helpful. 
W r i t e  d o w n  y o u r 
discoveries and share 
them.
Scorpio
 Study and discover a 
treasure. Learn from 
friends who have plenty; 
they can teach you a lot. 
Get in someone else’s 
world and you will see 
that your view is not the 
only one.
S a g i t t a r i u s 
Discover  a  br i l l ia nt 
f i n a n c i a l  i n s i g h t . 
A nother’s generosit y 
benefi ts you. Articulate 
it so you can share it with 
ot hers .  W hat comes 
around goes around.
Capricorn 
Watch out for hidden 
s u r p r i s e s .  T a k e 
advantage of excellent 
con nec t ions .  Travel 
looks good if you stick 
to your budget. Get out 
and make something 
happen.
Aquarius 
Find a quiet place to 
recharge your batteries 
and get into a writing 
p r o j e c t .  A  f r i e n d ’s 
change of plans could 
af fect you. Visual ize 
your next investment.
Pisces
 New oppor t u n it ie s 
open up for the future. 
Act today even if it’s just 
one tiny step. Study and 
learn with a partner or 




After speaking to South 
Carolina freshman forward 
Anthony Gill Wednesday 
night, Rick Lewis, Gill’s 
former Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) coach, didn’t 
have all of the answers as 
far as where Gill would be 
taking his talents next season.
Lewis just offered to help 
Gill in any way he could, as 
Gill, who started the bulk of 
his freshman season, is now 
going through the recruiting 
proces s  a l l  over  aga in. 
With the firing of Darrin 
Horn and the subsequent 
hiring of USC coach Frank 
M a r t i n ,  G i l l  ha s  been 
granted permission to speak 
with other schools about a 
potential transfer.
“We’re going to al low 
Anthony to go through the 
recruit ing process again, 
and South Carolina will be 
involved in that,” Martin said 
in a statement.
A week and a half into that 
process, Gill told Lewis that 
he has heard from Virginia, 
North Carolina, Virginia 
Tech, Wake Forest, Clemson 
and Ohio State. At South 
Carolina, he averaged 7.6 
points, 4.7 rebounds and 1.1 
assists in 25.3 minutes per 
game. 
Lewis said that he didn’t 
ask Gill what his reasons 
were for wanting a transfer, 
but guessed at his reasons 
for choosing South Carolina 
in the first place, including 
that the old USC coaching 
staff made Gill a priority, 
recruiting him earlier than 
other schools. 
“I think he was recruited 
by coach Horn to South 
Carolina, and that’s one of 
the reasons why he chose 
South Carolina,” Lewis said. 
“If [Gill] would have waited 
in the recruiting process and 
wouldn’t have committed 
earlier, he would’ve been 
a hot commodity by ACC 
schools. I think he felt some 
sense of loyalty to coach 
Horn, but he also picked the 
school as well. I think it’s just 
a situation where he wants 
to be recruited all over again 
more than anything else. 
Since there’s a transition and 
there’s a change, it’s good for 
him to explore his options. 
I don’t know whether or not 
he’s still considering South 
Carolina.”
The Charlot te nat ive 
opted to stay close to home 
by choosing USC, and Lewis 
said that he doesn’t think 
Gill will want to go too far i 
f he transfers. Lewis said Gill 
might choose somewhere 
that’s farther from Charlotte 
t ha n  Colu mbia  i s ,  but 
probably not by much. 
As far as Martin and his 
coaching persona, Lewis 
doesn’t see that as being a 
factor. Mart in is known 
for his intense personality 
on the court, as well as his 
occasional rants off it, or as 
he said in his introductory 
press conference, “the six 
seconds you see on ESPN.” 
“He listens very well and 
I don’t think coach Martin, 
as the coach, really had a lot 
to do with it,” Lewis said. 
“I think [Gill] can play for 
anybody with his personality. 
He’s such an easy-going kid. 
He’s such a hard worker. He’s 
the type of kid that, I don’t 
care who you are, but it’s hard 
to yell at him. He’s always 
wanting to do the best he can 
do, and when he does make 
a mistake, he’s the first one 
to mop off and acknowledge 
that. I don’t think that has 
too much bear ing to it 
because I think he could play 
for any coaching style in the 
country.”
Lewis said he didn’t go 
into details with Gill about 
where he was leaning for 
next year, but acknowledged 
that Virginia is the perceived 
favorite. Lewis said Virginia 
was a favorite of Gill’s early 
on in his recruitment out of 
high school. Virginia didn’t 
contact Gill as early as USC 
did because the Cavaliers 
wer e  g o i n g  t h r ou g h  a 
coaching change at the time, 
where current coach Tony 
Bennett had to recruit the 
2010 class immediately and 
couldn’t focus as much on 
the 2011 class. Nevertheless, 
it was st i l l one of Gil l’s 
favorites.
“The only think I can do 
is speculate,” Lewis said. “I 
just think he’s going to be 
wide open in the process. 
Everybody’s speculat ing 
V i r g i n i a ,  bu t  ( Nor t h) 
Carolina is interested in him. 
It’d be hard to not look at 
[UNC] real serious, too. 
(North) Carolina is st il l 
Carolina. Y’all think you’re 
Carolina, but UNC is still 
UNC.” 
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The South Carolina women’s 
tennis team will play its f inal 
match of the 2012 regular season 
on Saturday,  fi ttingly against the 
most formidable team in the SEC 
and the nation, Florida, which has 
not lost a match since the middle 
of February.
The No. 27 Gamecocks (14-
6),  who have jumped up f ive 
spots in the rankings, will face 
off against No. 2 Florida (17-1) 
at the Carolina Tennis Center. 
Both teams are currently riding 
winning streaks, though Florida’s 
extends all the way back to Feb. 
29 . The Gamecocks have three 
con sec ut i ve  SEC v ic tor ie s  , 
including a shutout of Arkansas 
last Sunday.
The fi nal regular-season match 
wil l a lso be South Carol ina’s 
fourth since the passing of their 
longtime coach, Arlo Elkins . As 
tough a transit ion as the team 
has faced, interim head coach 
Katarina Petrovic and her squad 
have battled and look to continue 
their winning ways on Saturday.
While their toughest match 
of the season may have come on 
April 1 at Auburn, the day after 
Elkins passed away, this weekend’s 
contest against the Gators will be 
the Gamecocks’ most diffi cult one 
on paper.
After last weekend’s victory, 
sophomore Dominika Kanakova 
voiced how desperately she and 
her team want to continue the 
winning streak in honor of their 
late coach.
“It’s challenging for me to play 
at a higher position,” Kanakova 
said. “I know I have to play my 
best tennis. I always try to give 
100 percent and these matches 
can only give me positive things 
and I can only improve playing 
at this position. As a team — I’m 
real ly proud of my team — I 
think we are more together after 
everything that has happened. I 
think we are all playing well.”
Under  f or e c a s t e d  p er f e c t 
condit ions of sunny sk ies and 
temperatures in the high 80s, both 
sides of the net will see respectable 
opponents facing them. South 
Carolina features three ranked 
singles players, including senior 
A nya Morg ina, who was just 
named the AgSouth Athlete of the 
Week  and is currently No. 40 in 
the national singles fi eld.
The incoming Gators, however, 
boast even more highly ranked 
players. The squad includes six 
nationally ranked singles players, 
three of whom are in the top 25. 
They also feature three ranked 
doubles groups,  whi le Sout h 
Carolina has two pairs that are 
ranked outside of the top 50. In 
both categories of singles and 
doubles, Florida owns the No. 1 
position.
Both squads have fared well 
in conference play thus far and 
will pay close attention to their 
matchup this weekend. With the 
SEC tournament just a week away, 
the Gators and Gamecocks may 
face off again in the near future, 
and anything that can be gained 
from such a high-profi le matchup 
will be remembered and utilized 
in a potential postseason rematch.
Senior Dijana Stojic realizes 
this will be the fi rst time she will 
end a season at South Carolina 
under the direction of someone 
other than Elkins, but she and 
her teammates look to remain 
optimistic.
“In a situat ion l ike th is ,  it 
always brings the team together,” 
Stojic said last week. “I think we’re 
stronger and closer. It will be hard 
to fi nish the season without Arlo, 
but we’ll give our best and try to 
do that for him.”  
The South Carolina equestrian team 
will look to continue its hot streak in the 
national championships, held in Waco, 
Texas, tonight.
For head coach Boo Major, who is 
trying to bring the Gamecocks their 
fi rst national championship since 2007, 
the momentum gained over the past 
month and a half will help her team, 
particularly against Auburn, who they 
will face if they get past the fi rst round 
on the Western side. 
On the Hunt Seat side , USC will face 
the Texas A&M vs. Fresno State winner 
in the second round on Friday .
“I think it really helps us a lot,” Major 
said. “The fact that we beat [Auburn] 
several times gives us a lot of confi dence. 
We’re looking at the same ol’ people we 
have competed against all year. We will 
probably face Georgia on the Hunt Seat 
side of the event if we win also. I think 
we’re prepared to go up against the folks 
we already have competed with.”
While USC is riding momentum, 
Major was quick to stress that the 
Gamecocks will not be too confident 
heading into the nationals, especially 
against University of Tennessee Martin, 
who they open against Thursday at 
9:30 a.m. South Carolina defeated UT-
Martin 16-3 earlier in the season.
“The biggest thing is to not come in 
here thinking that it’s going to be easy,” 
Major said. “We did a very good job of 
taking care of UT-Martin early in the 
season, but it’s a different owl here, so to 
speak. People come here with the jitters. 
We can’t go in there thinking that we 
are all that and we are going to crush 
people.”
Major related it  to the NCA A 
basketball tournament, saying that there 
is always some great team that loses 
because it overlooks its opponent.
While trying to keep her teams’ 
collective heads on the ground, Major 
will also be dealing with a lot of freshmen 
who are experiencing nationals for the 
fi rst time; however, they have gotten a 
“pre-run” before today’s event so they 
can become somewhat familiar with the 
horses.
“All of our freshmen are going to get 
the opportunity to go into the arena,” 
Major said. “I think that’s one of the key 
things that we are going to be able to get 
done, is for them to get a chance to ride 
in the competition arena.”
When compared to teams from the 
past couple of years, Major said that this 
year’s team is a little more “talented” 
and that the senior leadership has been 
outstanding.
“It all boils down to the leadership that 
we’ve got,” Major said. “Our captains are 
a very positive, senior group. This team 
has really adopted a never-say-never 
attitude and they have stayed consistent 
and have consistently gotten better. 
Their attitude has been phenomenal. 
Win or lose they stay the same, and I 
think that has made a huge difference.”
When asked how this year’s team 
compa re s  to  t he  20 07  nat iona l 
championship team, Major said that 
team was a little older. Major has taken 
pleasure in the accomplishments of this 
year saying, “This is one of the most, if 
not the, most rewarding year I’ve ever 
had.”
Junior Kimberly McCormack was 
named the Most Outstanding Hunt 
Seat Player of the month of March by 
the National Collegiate Equestrian 
Association . 
McCormack won all four Hunt Seat 
matches she rode during the month, 
helping the Gamecocks to their fi rst ever 
Southern Equestrian championship . 
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